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now what course must you and I take ? I cannot pretend to desire him to be made a protest ant, I am sure you won't desire him to be a catholic ; and so the poor fellow must be lost. I told him it was a critical case, in which I knew not how to act; but as they were his servants in particular, and that he brought his negro out of Italy with him, I thought they were to be at his disposal and direction rather than mine. My dear, says he, there is nothing mine but what is yours ; don't shift it off so, but tell me what I shall do ? I confess I trembled when he said so, for I was afraid some debate would fall in between us in consequence of the case ; however I answered him thus: My dear, you determined before for me, what you might be sure would be my thoughts ; but what can I determine about your servants ? Well, my dear, says he, I'll do as Solomon did in the case of dividing the child, I'll show you that I am the truest lover of his soul, I mean of us two ; for rather than he should not be taught to worship God at all, let him be taught the way of the country where we are ; if we divide, as our two men have done, he will not be taught at all.
Upon this principle he acted, and consented I should act in it as I saw cause ; upon which I sent the negro down to a country tenant we have in Essex, upon pretence to learn to plough and sow, and do country work, and there I kept him near a twelvemonth ; at the same time, the farmer being a very sober, religious man, and having a hint from me what to do, this poor negro is become a very sensible, religious fellow, has been baptized now two years ago, and I think verily is an excellent Christian.
Sist. And did he run away, or claim his freedom upon his being baptized ?
Wid. No, not he; but I gave him his freedom